


Meeting of the Pilton Parish Council
in Pilton Village Hall on
Wednesday 4th August 2021 
 

Present:	Councillors	Robert Kearle (Chairman)
				David Drew
				Colin Elkin
				Stephen Kearle
Roger Noble
Lynda Roberts

2 Members of the public were present.

1	CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
	i	Mobile phones should be switched to silent.

2	APOLOGIES: Audrey Brown, Joe King, Andrew Shaw, Karen Buckley

3.	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS: Councillor R Kearle (dispensation granted) and S Kearle declared an interest in the Glastonbury Festival. Councillor Drew stated that he has no interest currently in any planning application but may do so in the future.

4.	MINUTES: of the 7th July 2021 were approved.  

5.	MATTERS ARISING:
	i	Traffic Matters:
· New Defects:
[bookmark: _GoBack]At Parsons Batch on the A361 the tarmac has ridged up.
Both drains are blocked on the A361.
Chevrons at Foxes Bottom passed Elm Farm on the A361 are obscured.
There have been 2 very serious accidents at the Lamberts Hill crossroads this week, which required the air ambulance. 
		ii 	SIS Proposal TI004358 for the A361
· Update
iii	Community Speedwatch; There was no update this month.
iv	Local Council Alliance: There was no update this month.
v	Dog Poo Bins: Councillors Noble and S Kearle will provide the Clerk with a location plan for the poo bin that has been agreed can be located at Stricklands.
vi	Broadband: There is nothing to update this month.
vii	Queen's Platinum Jubilee Celebrations: It was agreed that the Parish Council will support the event at the Tithe Barn.
viii	Update from Nigel Hewitt-Cooper: See Appendix A

6.	PLANNING: 
		
	Application Number
	Proposal
	Applicant & Location

	2021/1582/HSE
	Demolish swimming pool building, erect single storey extension, carry out alterations to house and conversion of outbuildings to office space and ancillary accommodation.
	Mr & Mrs T & L Byng
Compton Court,
East Compton Road
East Compton
Shepton Mallet

	Pilton Parish Council Recommends: APPROVAL
Councillor Noble proposed approval, Councillor Drew seconded, the vote was unanimously in favour.

	2021/1583/LBC
	Demolish swimming pool building, erect single storey extension, carry out alterations to house and conversion of outbuildings to office space and ancillary accommodation.
	Mr & Mrs T & L Byng
Compton Court,
East Compton Road
East Compton
Shepton Mallet

	Pilton Parish Council Recommends: APPROVAL
Councillor Noble proposed approval, Councillor Drew seconded, the vote was unanimously in favour.




	ENFORCEMENT:
		i	Update: No update. Councillor Noble will take a look around the village.

7.	FINANCE:
i	Financial Statement:  

[image: ]

ii	Financial News/ Requests for Grants: There have  been no requests for grants this month.
	
8.	BURIAL GROUND
i	Maintenance reports: Councillor Drew confirmed that everything is good.
ii	Maintenance work: Councillor Drew will finish the work on the fence and look at the weeds in the cremation area.

9.	FOOTPATHS
		i	Weir Lane Footpath:
· Working party Saturday 14th August at 9.30am. Councillor Noble is not available. Councillor King to talk to the neighbour of the footpath.
Riverdale Footpath:
· Diversion Order SM16/42 Part, Riverdale, documents have been circulated to Councillors.
	
10.	ITEMS FOR COUNCIL’S INFORMATION:
i	Roundabout report:
Please watch your speed when travelling around the village and be considerate to others when parking your car.
Villagers are requested to remove their own out of date posters from around the village 

The Parish Council has been contacted regarding a hedge adjacent to the footpath in Whitstone Hill down to Top Street. Councillor R Kearle will cut the side of the hedge whilst the Clerk will contact Claire Haskins at Mendip District Council to see what action can be taken regarding the remainder of the hedge.
The Parish Council have been contacted regarding a planning application that has been granted at Growth House Farm. It was confirmed that the Parish Council have not been notified of the application and the Clerk will contact Mendip District Council to ask why. Councillor Noble has spoken to neighbour of the applicant and stated that they have not received any notification from MDC, although MDC stated that they have contacted neighbours.
The Clerk was asked to put parking outside the Drew’s on the agenda for the next meeting. Councillor Drew will ask the family about asking the Council for a time limit/drop off.

11.	GFEL		
There was no discussion relating to Festival events, including Worthy Farm Camping and the Equinox Event, this is due to a pending legal appeal.

NEXT MEETING: 	Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 1st September 2021 at 7.30pm	
























APPENDIX A

Coronavirus infection rates: As at 30th July the number of confirmed Covid cases in Somerset was 26,526 (up from 20,982 on 25th June) and the number of Covid-attributed deaths 802. The rate per 100,000 stands at 206.9 (47.1) for Somerset with Mendip at 234.5 (40.7), Sedgemoor at 195.7 (74.7), South Somerset 214.4 (20.8) and SW&T at 187.0 (58.7). The number of total deaths across the County is currently 40% below the 5-year average and the latest R-value for Somerset is between 1.3 and 1.5.
Despite significant progress and even for  those who have had both jabs it is vitally important to remember, to observe Hands-Face-Space and to Ventilate indoor areas at all times.
Road map out of lockdown: It is expected that the final lifting of restrictions including the need to self-isolate will be removed from 16th August 2021.
Somerset Coronavirus Support Helpline: A single phone number continues to be available for anyone in Somerset who needs Coronavirus-related support. 0300 790 6275, is open seven days a week from 8am to 6pm.
Vaccination programme roll-out: Somerset continues to have one of the highest vaccination rates in the country with the latest figures showing over 93.7% of the adult population having had one dose of vaccine and 77.4% having had both doses. Work continues to encourage further take up particularly amongst younger adults and a real focus on ensuring the second vaccine to this group.
Local Government Reorganisation: The Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) has delivered his decision on which unitary council business cases met his three tests and will therefore be progressed through Parliament. A single unitary met all of his clear tests including the ability to improve local government and services.						
It is expected that the orders will be laid before Parliament in the late Autumn and a vesting date of the new authority as April 2023. Work with partners will now commence to progress through the transition period.
Tick warning: With the warmer weather come ticks, which thrive in woodland, long grass and even urban parks. SCC has put together a ‘tick list’ to follow to reduce the risk of being bitten including: Walking on clearly defined paths, wearing light coloured clothing, using an insect repellent, wearing long trousers and long-sleeved tops to reduce the skin exposure and carrying out a regular tick check after outdoor activities. Being bitten by a tick doesn’t usually require hospital treatment but people are advised to dial NHS 111 if they start to feel unwell.
County-wide Bus Services: Following the Government’s announcement in March of the new National Bus Strategy – ‘Bus Back Better’ a £3 billion pot of funding is being made available to improve bus services across the country and Somerset County Council can bid for a share of this in partnership with operators. But first, the Council needs to know about residents’ experience and where the gaps in services are.   You can take the survey at https://somerset.inconsult.uk/somerset.bus.survey/consultationHome 
Reflections of the pandemic: The Somerset Library Service is inviting people to share their experiences of the last sixteen months, to be recorded for future generations. As part of ‘Reflections’, a county-wide creative response to the pandemic, libraries will host a series of free drop-in sessions throughout August and online via social media. The collaborative artwork and film will be given to the South West Heritage Trust as a ‘record’ of the experiences of Somerset people during the pandemic. The film and artwork will then be showcased at the evening ‘Reflections’ event to be held on the 10 September. This initiative forms part of Somerset Libraries’ response to initiative, funded by The BBC and Arts Council England.
Summer holidays school meals support: The Department of Work and Pensions has extended its Covid Local Support Grant, providing £1.4m to Somerset County Council who will use the grant to fund food vouchers worth £15 per week for children eligible for Free School Meals over the six-week Summer Holidays. SCC has been working to tackle holiday hunger during the pandemic, providing funding for food and vouchers over the October, February, and May half-term periods, as well as the Christmas and Easter holidays.
Forecast heat wave: Many forecasters are expecting temperatures to rise again in August and so Somerset’s Public Health have issue the following important advice: Look out for others, especially older people, young children and babies and those with underlying health conditions. Stay cool indoors: open windows when the air feels cooler outside than inside; shade or cover windows exposed to direct sunlight; move to a cooler part of the house, especially for sleeping. Keep drinks within easy reach – water is better than sugary or caffeinated drinks for staying hydrated. Avoid excess alcohol. Never leave anyone in a closed, parked vehicle, especially infants, young children or animals. Try to keep out of the sun between 11am to 3pm.
National Recognition: Somerset County Council has been shortlisted for three prestigious national awards in recognition of its work during the coronavirus pandemic. The categories include; ‘Best Workforce Transformation’ for its redeployment work during the pandemic, ‘Community Heroes’ for the work of Community Council for Somerset’s Village and Community Agents, and ‘Delivering Better Outcomes’ for Somerset’s Micro-providers, independent care providers who proved a lifeline for Somerset’s isolated rural population throughout the pandemic.
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Banked

Pilton Playing Fields (Insurance Contribution)

334.82

334.82 £         

Less cheques drawn:

cq numberdetails

2244

K Buckley

(£15.50 HWA & Zoom 14.39)

435.25

2245

K Buckley (McAfee)

89.99

2246

W Lynn

41.20

2247

R England

26.68

2248

Harvey Bailey

90.00

2249

SALC Subscription

270.72

2243

R Noble

90.60

2250

Pilton Working Mens Club

15.00

1,059.44 £      

23,764.55 £    Balance at 31/07/2021


